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investigation of whether low/normal-high cholesterol is associated with death for patients without hypercholesterolemia.
Observational studies suggest a protective effect of low total cholesterol (TC) against death, but prospective studies of patients
without hypercholesterolemia have been lacking. We used data from 3 large randomized clinical trials of cholesterol-lowering

therapies to investigate associations of low/normal-high cholesterol with all-cause, cardiovascular, and cancer mortality.
Associations of TC and non-high-density lipoprotein cholesterol (non-HDL-C) with mortality were assessed among patients

with low TC (/=240 mg/dL). Deaths from all causes and from cardiovascular disease were ascertained over a mean of 2.2 years.
Among 16,763 patients with low/normal-high TC at baseline, low TC was associated with a higher risk of all-cause (hazard ratio

[HR], 1.48; 95% confidence interval [CI], 1.09-2.02) and cardiovascular (HR, 1.68; 95% CI, 1.26-2.25) death, but not with
cancer death. By contrast, high TC was associated with a higher risk of all-cause death (HR, 1.12; 95% CI, 0.94-1.33) and

cardiovascular death (HR, 1.40; 95% CI, 1.13-1.74), but not with cancer death. Similar results were obtained using a 4-level TC
category in sensitivity analyses. The associations of low TC with increased mortality were present at the earliest 3 months,

persisted for up to 2 years, and were robust among patients who remained in the same TC category and matched
prerandomization TC 3e33713323
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