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and frequently controversial swath of farmland in southern Napa County.
The proposed site of a Tesla electric car factory in north San Jose. (Laura

Morton, Mercury News) Tesla Motors, the maker of the affordable, all-
electric Model S luxury sedan, has confirmed it plans to build a $5 billion

factory to make a new, mass-market electric car in Fremont, and CEO
Elon Musk is already meeting with state and local officials to gain

support. The planned Fremont factory is to be constructed in a nine-
square-block area in San Jose’s city center and would employ 7,800

people. Musk’s plan — announced this month at the Los Angeles auto
show — is to build the factory on an old Mexican corn field. But the news

caught two Napa County officials by surprise, and the tangle of
thousands of permits issued by Napa County regulators will make the
green light much harder to get for the Tesla factory. “We’re extremely

surprised,” said Dan Karoly, district spokesman for Napa County
Supervisor Dave Cortese. “For Tesla to be looking at the county, in
particular, is good news for the community.” Steve Cronk, whose

company owns some of the land west of Highway 121, was equally
surprised by the news that Tesla is
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