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warning comes after Israeli police arrested
10 Muslim activists and traders on Monday

on suspicion of organising an
unauthorized religious service in a

Jerusalem suburb at the height of the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan. The
suspects are being questioned over
charges of “instigating to carry out a

religious service in the West Bank”. The
Jerusalem municipality has also banned

the purchase of cheese and biscuits,
cakes and sweets in the city this week, as

well as non-kosher meat, due to the
Muslim celebration of Eid al-Fitr. Last
Thursday the municipality’s deputy
mayor, Yossi Pedahzur, called on

restaurants in the city to avoid serving
ham and non-kosher food during the

months of Ramadan and Eid. “We are not
starting the holiday yet,” he said. “We still

have one and a half months to go. Why
should the municipality pay attention to

people who want to celebrate?” Ramadan
is a 30-day month of fasting. The first day
is marked by morning prayers and is the
holiest of the holy month. The final day is

also considered highly significant by
Muslims as it celebrates the revelation of
the Qur’an. Ramadan prayers end on 28
July, by when over 14 million followers of

Islam have fasted and abstained from
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drinking, smoking, sexual relations, and
other sins. Palestinian President Mahmoud

Abbas, who lost the last round of peace
talks in 2014, condemned the arrest of

those accused of organizing an
unauthorized religious service. “This is

another Israeli scheme aimed at delaying
a Palestinian state,” Abbas said. “This

scheme is intended to serve Israeli
interests, and our Palestinian position is

firm.” He added c6a93da74d
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